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OUR NEW-YEAR’S GIFT. 
To the United Branches of Operative Potters. 
Fe.tow Workmen, 
The flood of human events continues to flow on, and 
another year is added to the great ocean of the past, 
Experience, that never-dying teacher, has given another 
page to the past history of the worl, and it is for us, as 
human beings, and as the only progressive creatures of 
this sublunary sphere,---the living personifications of 
of Deity !.--to peruse that page with undivided atten- 
tion ; to moralise over its contents ; and to profit by its 











many hearts have been broken; how many lives have 


human progression; and, yet, with all the sacrifice of 
hopes, and hearts, and lives, we are scarcely removed 
from barbarism. The most noble and elevated minds; 
the most daring and righteous spirits; the best of all 
times and countries have left nothing but their names :— 
names hallowed by justice, and made sacred by huma- 
nity! But the heroes of slaughter,—those who have 
risen on the crushed energies of nations; who have left 
nothing in their track but blood, and rapine, and ruin, 
—their minutest deeds are registered with all the care 
of slavish subserviency ; monuments are raised to their 
memories; anthems are sung in their praise; until the 
mighty chronicles of ages present nothing but one, vast 
catalogue of legalized crime. What a picture of the 
id is here; and yet how true! Let us then be 
ided by experience, and take warning by the past. 
There is something elevating to the mind, and sooth- 
ing to the epirit inf taking an abstracted view of the pro- 
gress of human events ;— in unchaining the mind from 
itt localized customs and things ; and gliding over the 
(Bate, Printer, Hanley. ) sai 
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been sacrificed in the righteous attempts to forward | 


Price One Penny. 





| records of by-gone days; culling from the errors and 
vic: s of the past wisdom and morals for the future. We 
have, therefore, fellow-workmen, taken the liberty of 
| departing, for once, from the beaten wack of every-day 

life, w ith its petty cares, and its little, localized sorrows, 
and to speak, io general terms, of our hopes and 
| prospect of the future. 

In taking a review of the past history of the world. 
how barren is the prospect of real social enjoyment. 
War has been the great, moving principle of nations; 
and it has oftened happen in the progress of events, 








lessons. How many hopes have been blighted; } | that the lives of millions have been sacrificed, to gratily 


+ the-wmbition of but one, only Man.” Alexander has 
| wept because there was no other world to'spoliate than 
the one in which he was adenizan. Having established 
the Greek dominion from the Indus to the most northeru 
extremity of the European continent, the Conqueror 
sighed for more blood, more spoil, and more worlds. 
But the progress of events moved on ; and the conquests 
of Greece sunk into nothingness before the irresistable 
power of Roman Arms; and what was called the 
civilized nations of the world changed masters, as oxen 








might have done in a common slaughter-house. The 
progress of events moved on; and the power of mighty 
Rome, with all her advancement in the Arts of War, 
dwindled away before the uncouth spears of rude bar- 
barians. The Wilds of Siberia, and all Northern Asia, 
poured forth their uncultivated hordes, and the civilized 
nations of the world again changed maséers. A veil was 
now drawn over the advancement of society, and the 
progress of letters. An ebb took place in the slow 
tide of human progression, and what are called the 
dark Ages of the world spread like a pall over the 
destinies of man. The progress of events move:l on ; 
and Feudalism sprang into efistence. Society became 
divided into petty principalities ; and Serfdom was the 
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consequence. Man was row bought and sold as ina 
common mart; and fought for his lord as brutes would 
fight for their food. 


moved on. 


Again, the progress of events 
The divided powers of nations became 
more concentrated, Feudalism sunk; and Despotisms, 
Monarchies, ané Republics wire raised upon its ruin. 
The Arts of Peace 


were cultivated; Science progressed; Manufactures 


The progress of events moved on. 


sprang into existence; until society now presents an 
advancement in intellect unequaled in the world before. 

Such, fellow-workmen, is an hasty review of the 
past history of the world. We have now arrived at a 
period when a mighty change must take place in the 
conditions of men, from the introduction of Mechanical 
and Steam power in the production of wealth ;---a 
change that calls for the evergies of every good man to 
make it one of sterling utility to the whole of his 
species. 

A vast system of manufactures have sprung up in this 
The Potting Busi- 
ness is but one small branch of this great system ; anil, 
at the present time, the least affected by the introduc- 
tion of Mechanical power to the production of wealth. 
Nevertheless let it not be supposed, that, because it has 
here‘ofore, remained unaffecte|, or but partially so, by 
the introduction of Machi:ery, it will for ever be the 


nation within the last sixty years. 


same. 
human labour will become |: ss and less in demand. 


Science will progress; and with its progression 
It 
is a matter, now, of every-day experience, in the Out- 
Works of our business, that numbers of Apprentices are, 
heing poured upon the trade in Glasgow, Derby, 
Worcester, &c. &c. from families whoily unconnected 
with the Potting Business, but who have, unfortunately, 
been injured by the in'roduction of Mechanical power 
in the different departments of the Cotton, Woollen, and 
Glove Manufactures of this country. The tendency of 
all Science is to supercede manual labour: let us then 
expand our minds and, if possible, the sphere of our 
operations, and by working on public opinion, through 
the medium of our little periodical, assist in turning the 
greatest of all civilized curses into the greatest of all 
civilized blessings. 

We have said our litt'e periodic«l. Let us hope, in 
the New Year which we have now entered upon, that 
the same success will attend its prozress, as it has 
heretofore received; and we have nv hesitation in say- 
ing, that, when we shall again have to congratulate our 
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fiends and brothers on the commencement of a New 
Year, all those petty tyrannies ;---bad prices ;---Truck 
frauds ;---Usury, robberies !---stoppages ;---" allowance” 
and «ll, shall have been swept into the great ocean of the 
past; and thought of, merely, as villanies that have 
been, but never more to be ! 

We congratulate our hrothers in the Union on the 
victories they have already achic ved; we wish them all 
the domestic comfo't and sovial enjoyment which their 
utility in society demand ; we hope that the present may 
be the commencement of a series of progressive years 
of social improvement and dom«stic happiness; and 
that they may attain to a hale, Old Age; giving and 
recciviug instruction; and enjoying, to the full, the 
honest fruits of remunerated labour! 





To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 


Sis,—TIlaving seen an address to §. Alcock, Esq., in your valu- 
able paper of December 23rd, I coneluded to write a few lines on 
the subject. 

I feel very grateful to Mentor, for bringing the Truck system 
before the public; and showing its baneful effects on those indivi- 
duals and families who have had the misfortune to work for those 
employers who do not scruple to resort to such a low and degraded 
system,—a system which none but the most selfish and fraudulent 
men would seck to establish. It is a system fraught with the most 
deadly evils to the working elasses ; and only acted upon for the 
attainment of the most abominable and selfish ends, at the expense 
of the starving and emaciated poor, who have no resources to fal 
back upon, and consequently must submit. 

But, Sir, a new light has sprung up amongst us; a “ penny 
light,”’ as it has been appropriately termed; and I rejoice to see it 
It is also a matter of rejoicing, that there are those who do not 
shrink from advocating the rights of labour, but have come boldly 
forward, to the very front of the fight, to better the condition, i 
possible, of their fellow-workmen, and to make their homes more 
comfortable. 

Now, Sir, I class the effects produced by these unprincipled 
Truck Masters under the three following heads :— 

First—An 1npirect reduction in the price of labour ; 

Second—A greater profit on their ware, by making exchanges 
than they could otherwise obtain ina monied mar ket; and, 

Third—A still greater profit, by re-exchanging the articles, s 
obtained, for labour, to their almost starving work-people. 

These are some of the advantages accruing to those unprinciple 
manufacturers, who practice the Truck system ; and I know sever 
who adopt it, paying, at the same time, lower wages than thei 
more honourable neighbours. ‘This is too bad, and not giving “4 
the honest employer fair play in the market. Allow me, then, 
say to those manufacturers who pay their hands in good hard cas 
that it is not only their duty, but it is also to their interest, te com 
boldly forward, and to assist in stopping such an unfair mode 
trading. If this were done, we should soon make these Trud 
Masters more upright and honest in their dealings. 

By uniting, Sir, in this manner, to extirpate this abomin 
practice, we should confer a blessing on the helpless and miserab 
poor; and by adding your strenuous exertions to the same, ti 
operative potters will pray (and 1 know there are many prayin 
souls amongst them—lI would to God there were more !) for you 
welfare in this world, as well as in that which is to come! 

I remain yours, in the bonds of Union, 
Fenton, Dec. 25th, 1843. A:2. 
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CAPITAL AND LABOUR CONTRASTED. 
Mr. Editor, 

Sir,—Varied have been the opinions entertained hy 
the thinking part of society, as to wheather Capital, or 
Labour, is the most valuable ; or, in other words, which 
of the two could he dispensed with by the community 
ut large, with the least inconvenic nee. And perhaps my 
opinions on these points, may differ very much, from 
those entertained by great numbers in society. But be 
that as it may, I feel free to make them known; not for 
the sake of contention, but to lend my aid in leading 
mankind «o form a proper estimate, and tu come to 
correct conclusions, when they judge either of men or 
things. By capital we generally mean money, and by 
labour, we mean wealth producing ‘ 
is, which of the two are the most beieficial to society ? 
My answer is, 

First, That, steitly speaking, labour claims the pre- 
eminenee for as much as it is the parent, or producer 
of all wealth. ae no capital but what either 
owes i's origin, or valQeablen<.s to the amount, and 
skilfulness of the labour Sewer cd upon it. What is 


The question then ‘ 


" 
} 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


land withvut labour? If thes were no labour bestowed, | 


then, there would be no cultivation, and of course no 
crops. If there were no ploughing, sowing of seed, and 
arrowing, no reaping, thrashing, and grinding, no knead- 
ing, and baking, then there would be no bread to eat. 
Labour furnishes us with houses to dwell in. It is 
labour that must get the clay, make the bricks, fell the 
trees, saw the timber, and join the divers forms of wood, 
Jabour must get the sand and stoue, and burn it, prepare 
the morter, catry the bricks, and set them, before we can 
have a house to livein. So with respect to clothing. 
We cannot have these except labour be performed by a 
great number of persons. Many hands have to be 
engaged before we can have a single article to wear, 
from the small nails in our shoes, to the ribon that ban- 
dages our hats. And in like manner, we might go on, 
to shew that we are depending on labour in one form or 
other for every other useful article in life. 


Agaiu, it may be asked by some; is not a capital in 
money absolutely necessary for the carrying on of these 
different kinds of labour? That money is notof itself a 
good and an accommodating instrument, as a circulating 
equivelent I am not going to deny. Lut, as to its being 
absolu'ely necessary for the carrying on of labour, or 
husiness, [ cannot say, for my part, that it is absolutely 
necessary. Yet it is a great accommodation I will ad- 
mit. But supposing it were absolutely necessary to 
have money, yet even that, would not lesson the 
real value of labour, because money itself cannot be 
bad without labour. It requires labour to get the 
ore: to refi.e it, and to coin it too, before it is 
adapted to our use. In a°’word what would either 
Gold, or Silver, or the most extensive landed pus- 
sessions be, if it was not for labour? So that labour, 
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after all, is the foundatioa, or the producing cause, of 
al! real, and valuable property. Take away labour, 
and then capital bc comes worthless, and its possessors 
poor indeed.. But not so with labour, This has a 
capital within itself, capable of makiog its way, and 
of yielding its \lessings to him that maketh use of it, 
where Gold and ‘ilver would fai! to do so. For in- 
stance, let a hundred men, of different trades, be 
cast upon a Island unhabited, and before unvisited, 
yet stocked with the giits of nature; and another 
hundred men, with a thousand pounds each in their 
bags, be similarly circumstanced, and thn tell me 
which of the two parties would you think would the 
soonest surround themselves with the necessaries of 
life; they who lib«ured, or those who trusted to their 
money! Oh! the latter would soon find that they 
must either work, or else their thousands of pounds 
would allow them to starve. As soon might the 
warrior «xpect to gain the victory with arms without 
men to use them, as for a Capitalist to expect to live 
by his capital without, or independent of, labour. It 
is this, and this alone, that stamps Gold and Silver, 
and the great o:es lands, with their valuableness. 
And yet the capitalists, or they who hold that which 
of itself can produce nothing, claim the best and 
most of the comforts, avd luxuries of life: while the 
labourers, (the produc:rs of them all) must take up 
with the least, and poorest part thereof. I believe 
that our Great Creator never designed it to be so. 
nor has He ever intimated, that it is His will, that it 
should be so. It is not because the parent of all 
good, fails to send enough to supply the wants of 
those he sends into the world, that one part are in 
poverty and want, while the rest are roling in abun- 
dence. But moie especialiy, to the bad arrangements 
of Society. Some will tell us. that riches, and great 
possessions are the hlessings of God ; and that poverty 
and distress are among the arrangements of Divine 
Providence. But | very much question such assertions. 
I think there is little or no proof that such is the 
case. Talk of libels on men. But where will you 
find one false statement about a man, that is more 
libelous than what such assertions as these are, on 
the person and character of the Almighty Himself, 
May he have Mercy on them: 


Sir, I see my epistle is quite long enough for this 
week, but I purpose giving my views on the rights 
of labour in my next, 

I am yours, very Respectfully, 
Aaron WEpDGwoop. 

Burslem, Jan. 2nd, 1844. 

OFFICIAL NOTICES, 
Sheffiald Debt, Sc. 


The Potters have at length, eome to the determination 
of discharging the Sheffield debt. A noble though a 
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late resolve! They also intend paying off those smaller 
sums, advanced by individuals in our own neighbourhood, 
during the last general strike. All persons, therefore, 
who have any demand to make are requested to do so 
through the medium of the General Board, as early as 
possible, to give the debt committee an opportunity of 
apportioning to each branch their just portion of that 
debt. 

By order of the committee of the United Branches. 








NOTICE, 

At a general meeting of the delegates from the united 
branches of Operative Po‘ters’, it was resolved, after a fair, 
calm, and full investigation of the case ; 

First, that the Manufacturer, refered to in the article 
signed “A Flat,” is considered unjustifiable in his prac- 
tice of the allowance system ; and that the men, who have 
attempted to justify him have acted a most inconsistant 
part. 


Second, that a copy of this resolution be sent for inser- ’ 


tion in the Examiner. 
By order of the united branches of 


Jan, 2nd, 1844. Oparative Pottrers: 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDERTS. . 

Received T. Y. Shelton; An Operative Potter ; and, 
One of the Millions. 

_ Grievances of Mr. Mason's Workmen: and An Old 
Unionist, in our next. 

Advertizing scale of “ The Potters’ Examiner ;’”’ cir- 
culation 2000. Ten lines five shillings ; every additional 
line fourpence. 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman’s Advocate. 
January Ist, 1844. 


In another part of our paper will be seen a communi- 
cation from an operative Printer, relative to the conduct 
of a certain Manufacturer, whose works are near to the 
Canning Iun, Fenton, 





_ We are not in possession of the name of this indi- 
vidual, or we should, most certainly, have given it publi- 
city in this week’s paper, as the facts detailed. by our 
correspondent are of the most disgraceful character, and 
ought to subject the Manufacturer in question to some 
heavy legal punishment, as a common felon. 


Many of our friends complain to us of the harshness 
ef our language, when animadverting on proceedings 
and parties like these. We know not what their feelings 
might be ; but, for ourselves, when aggravated cases of 
this kind come before us, we find ourselves incapable of 
writing in a calm and dispassionate manner, 


If a poor man steal even a common “furnip” he is sent | 


to the House of Correction for three calendar months . 
> | 


| but if a rich man (as in the case before us) systematically 
| rob week after week, those under his employ, and whose 
poperty will not admit of their seeking legal redress, he 
must be spoken of in mild and gentlemanly language; 
we must call Avs libels, mistakes ; his crimes, errors; we 
must go smiling, and bowing, fo coax him, if possible, 
intoa just and an honourable mode of dealing. For 
ourse!ves we cannot do so; neither do we envy those 
who can; — it smacks of hypocricy ;—- we must 
give vent to the honest feelings of our mind ; and if 
“The Law” is at liberty to call industrious working men 
‘-a set of idle vagabonds,” surely we may take ihe liberty 
of calling men and manners by their right names: at 
least we will do so; and in the case before us, we do not 
hesitate in saying that the conduct, here alluded to, is 
nothing short of felony;—yea felony of the very worst 
description ; as it is pespetrated on helpless poverty ; 
which does not, as justice is at present administered in 
this neighbourhood, come within the jurisdiction of ‘The 
Law.” 


Let our readers refer to the communication in ques- 
tion, and they will find, that the Manufacturer alluded 
to has been in the habit. of réceiving twopence in the 
shiiling, as an “allowance” from the Printers, under his 
employ. This practice he was compelled to abandon ;--- 
that is to say, to abandon in its direct application ; but, 
rather than lose his “allowance,” this honest man would 
sacrifice all moral prin: iple, and have his twopence in the 
shilling for what he calls dirty ware / and, when proved 
to be clean, acknowledges the fact, yet enforces the de- 
duction. Alas what a specimen of morality is here! 
but we must not use hard names—we must call him an 
honest, good, kind, charitable gentleman, for “Brutus 
is an honourable man.” 








NEW MODE OF EXACTING THE ALLOWANCE 
SYSTEM. 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 


Sir,—Allow me, through the medium of your little 
journal, to state a few facts relating to the Printers, em- 
ployed at a manufactory not a hundred miles from the 
Canning Inn, Fenton. I wish to observe, that a large 
majority of the men, employed at that manufactory last 
year, were under the allowance system ;——allowances of 
all grades, from 2d. to 3d. and 4d. in the shilling ;—but, 
when this disgracefnl system was obliged to be dispenced 
with, the manufacturer inundated is factory with appren- 
tices. In consequence of the Printers having been hired 
at Martinmas, as journemen, this unprincipled master 
has had, and is still having, recourse to the unlawful, 
and dishonest practice of stopping wages, under a pretence 





of the ware being dirty on the back side. 


Now it is well known, by all who know any thing of 
the potting business, that it is a moral impossibility fur 
every piece of ware to be kept clean, there being such a 
varicty of ways that the ware my be dirtied ; it having 
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to pass through so many hands, from the Printer to th® 
glest warehouse. ‘This is the first instance] ever knew 
of Printers working good out of the glost oven. This 
manufactarer has no hot house for the purpose of drying 
the ware, before going to the kiln and the ware is fre- 
quently taken wet from the tub, and placed in the kiln ; 
which renders it impossible for the work to be kept 
clean under such circumsta»ces. But the most shameful 
part of the business is, that the Printers fully proved to 
their master, that they were entirely blameless ;—that 
the ware, alluded tu, was not dirtied by them, but in the 
kiln ; for they touk him to the very place, and he saw it, 
with his own eyes, and was compelled to ack. oWledge 
in the presence of the Printers, that this was th® way 
that ware was dirtied ; notwithstanding the faet was 
clearly proved to a demonstration, he says “no matter I 
am determined to sfop for it; I have only one course to per- 
sue, and I have the means in my own hands, and I am 
determined to use them ;* the consequence has been, 
that these poor men, fur the last fortnight, bave had 
deducted, from their scanty earuings each week, from 
4s. to 5s. each. 

The warehouse people are ordered tu put out all ware 
that has the lrast stain of colour@n the backside (during 
the week) and it is put in a heap in the warehouse. Ou 
the Saturday the master sends forthe men and orders 
them to sort out their own ware, when tiiis is done he 
deducts a certain amount from their wages. Now, Mr. 
Editor, I would, wish you to understand, the sum deducted 
amounts as near as pussible to ¢wopence in the shilling. 
This is the reduction they were working at last year. 
One of the men had occ.ion to go in the warehouse, last 
week, and saw part of the very same ware, set out ready 
to be packed for best ware, that he had been stopped 
for the previous Saturday. On Saturday last when the 
men were Called upon to sort out their ware, they found 
a quantity that was entirely free from fault ; they took 
it to the master, and asked him to look atit, and see if 
any thing was the matter with it, but he refused to look 
at it ; they remoustrated with him on the impropriety of 
his conduct, but he turned a deaf ear to their remon- 
sirances, and repeating the same words as near as possi- 
ble, that he should persue one cou-se, having the means 
in is own power he was determined to use it, and what 
he was now doing was nothing to what he intended, it 
was only a sample / 

Now Sir, I leave the subject with you to draw your 
own conclusions, and remain ) ours, 

An enemy to tyranny aod oppression, 

January, Ist, 1844. A PRINTE’. 








A WORD TO THE OPERATIVE OVENMEN, 
BY ONE OF THEIR BRANCH. 
Fellow-Workmen, 


Being fully aware that your intrest is deeply inter. 
woven with my own, and believing, as I do, that the pros_ 





perity of our branch depends, in a great measure, on the 
stability and strength of our Union, I am induced to offer 
a few general remarks on the state of the Potting business 
at the present time. 


I have no need to tell you that our prosperity ought, as 
society is at present constituted, tu depend on the briskness 
of trade ; but, I am sorry to say, that this is not the case ; 
Jor, although we are busier now than we have been for 
some time past, yet the average price of labour remains 
about the sume; nay, have been reduced. And why is 
this? Because a destructive spirit of competition exists 
amongst some of our manufacturers ; and so long as this 
spirit remains, they will have the desire to encroach on the 
Just rights of their work-people. And what for? Why, 
Jor the purpose of bringing their goods into the market at 
a much lower price than that asked by their more honour- 
able neighbours. And what, I would again ask, are the 
results of such-like proceedings? Why, a reduction in 
wages. The cupidity of a few grasping, mushroom ma- 
nufacturers is great ; but they do not wish it to be known ; 
they, therefore, endeavour to hide their dispositions under 
a crafty cloak, by the assumption of that liberality 
which they do not possess. These men want some of 
our brauch to do half as much work again for the 
same amount of wages; very liberal indeed! Now I 
should like to ask such men as these, what difference 
there is between reducing a man's wages one half, and 
that of making him do half as much again for the 
same money? There appears to me to be no difference 
at all between the two; but, I suppose, these greedy 
Sew think this is a genteel way of doing business. One 
of them, who resides not far from Ilanley, wanted the 
other day to engage one of our branch to do two men’s 
work for one man’s wages. What do you think of 
such men as these? Are they not a set of most shame- 
Sul fellows? I will leave you to judye. 

Now, follow-workmen, I call on you to come forward, 
in order that we may be enabled to check such mad 
proceedings ; and this might soon be done if men would, 
like men, connect themselves with the Union; and then, 
we should have no more to fear from Manufacturers 
like the one named above. And why should we have 
nothing to fear? Because union ws Strength and dis- 
umion is perfect weakness. If we are united, as the 
heart of one man, we shall stand; but of we be dis- 
united we shall fall; and great, indeed, will be our 
fall. 

In conclusion, I have to inform you that there has 
been a turn-out of our branch at Middlesborough ; and 
they have gained the VICTORY; and are now gone 
in upon their own terms, They have sent for a copy 
of our rules, which has been forwarded to them. Suc- 
cess to the brave men of Middlesborough ! 


Yours in the bonds of Union, 
AN OPERATIVE OVENMAN, 
Hanley, Dec. 29th, 1843. 
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"] » 
THE PATRIOT. 
(Continued from page 32.) 

“Right, sir, right; you are quite right !” replied 
Mr. Houndley. * Leave it all tome; I'll ound him 
out of the neighbourhood. I have a peculiar respect 
for that young man. Can't we starve him to death, 


Sireh? Starve him! It would be sucha treat to starve 
that customer !’ 


“*T am afraid we cannot, my good Houndley,” answer- 
ed Proudall; “I am afraid we cannot; or else, as you 
politely say, it would be a treat to starve that customer.” 


* Tam but a plain man, sir; very plain, sir. You must 
excuse my language, sir,’ whined Houndley; “I can't 
get out of my old way of talking; but I knows my sta- 
tion, sir, and I knows what's due to my superiors.” 


“No offence, Master Houndley ; none whatever. You 
are a very intelligent man. Itis a great pity that so- 
ciety is not composed of such men as you are—a great 
pity. But itis growing dark ; and I am afraid I am de- 
taining you. Let me have your report to-morrow even- 
ing; and recollect that, if this business be done well, 
all the bad from oven this year shall be added to your 
salary. Good night, Master Houndiey ; good night.” 


“Good night, sir, and thank you, sir, a thousand 
times,” replied Houndley, as he whined himself out of 
the room; and added, soliloquizingly, befure he was 
beyond the hearing of Proudall, “ well, to be sure, what 
a good, kind gentleman that is!” 


Daylight was drawing fastly to a close, as Houndley 
left the rich man’s mansion. His conscience was easy, 
and his heart was light, at the thought of the profit he 
should derive out of this “ bit of crankey business,” as 
he termed it. He whistled and sang, by fits, and every 
now and then fairly leaped for joy, at the thought of 
how nicely he should serve * that customer.” 

Thus he went whistling, singing, and leaping, down 
the avenue that led from Proudall’s seat, until near the 
entrance to the public road, when a little, curly-headed, 
merry-hearted, country boy, ran joyfully past him, opened 
the avenue gate, and was pursuing his light-hearted way 
along the main road, when Houndley shouted— 


“ Halloo! my little master, stop!” 

The boy stopped. 

“Come hither, dear,” said Houndley. 

The boy repassed the gate, and went up to him. 


** Open that gate,” said Houndley,” and hold it open 
til I've passed through ; and, as I pass, make me a very 
low bow ; and then you shall see what I will give you.” 


The boy did as he was bid. 


Houndley passed through, received the bow, and then 
said, 


** Come hither, darling.” 





The boy went up to him ; when, instead of receiving 
pence, as he expected} he was seized by the collar, and 
a thick ash stick was applied to his back and shoulders, 
until the poor little fellow shrieked from pain. 


** Take that, and that, and that,” were the cruel ex- 
pressions of Houndley, as he applied his stick. ‘ That’s 
the way I teach ‘em manners in the factory. You will 
learn to open a gate, and to make a bow to your supe- 
riors next time, my young cock. There,” continued he, 
giving the boy a finishing rap on the head“ there, that’s 
what I call ‘ one for his nob;’ it will do you more good 
than allthe bread and cheese you have eaten in the whole 
courseg@f your life.” Having sa'd which, he threw the 
child from him, and pursued his way towards the town, 
laughing heartily at ‘the only true way of teaching 
younkers their manners.” 


“I’m blowed! but that’s a treat,” said he, moralising. 
“ * Spare the rod, and spoil the child,’ said one of them 
old ’uns of old. A clever chap that. He ought to have 
been a demi-god, or an apostle, he ought. But it strikes 
me 





Here he was interrupted by the hasty steps of two 
individuals running behind him. The cowardly, unfeeling 
man knew not whether to stop or fly. His conscience 
told him it was he that was wanted ; and his craven heart 
shrunk with fear. It was dark, too; and he was three 
miles from the town. But before he could decide as to 
what he should do, the voice of old Tom Black was heard 
within a few paces of where the coward stood. 


“Let go my arm, Charley; let go, I say. The das- 
tardly villain! to beat a child for no offence whatever ! 
He's a monster, Charley: let go, that he may feel the 
weight of old Tom Black's arm.” 


” 


“No, no! it must not be,” replied young Stanton; 
“it must not be, friend Thomas. The villain would 
swear that we intended murdering him; and you know 
what the law is, friend Thomas; it is all law, and no 
justice. You must not touch him, at least not here,” 


“Thank you, Master Stanton, thank you,’ whined 
Houndley, at the same time running behind the youth 
for protection. “* Hold him fast, or else I’ll cry murder ;” 
and the cruel “bailey” trembled from fear. 


** Loose your hold, Charley, or you'll drive me mad,” 
cried long Tom. ‘ Oh, the monster! the cowardly lump 
of factory tyranny! the chid slayer! the—the—let him 
have a little of old Tom Bilack’s justice! Let him, 
Charley, let him!” 


“Hold him fast, Master Stanton, hold him fast, and 
I'll give you a situation to-morrow. I'll cry murder, if 
you loose him. Hold him fast, and you shall havye. the 
best place on the bank—the very best !” 





“He's a liar, Charley; he’s a cruel, cowardly, un- 
principled liar, and would sell his own father for gold.” 


** Peace, friend Thomas,” said Stanton ; ‘‘ peace, my 
good friend. I feel as strongly as you do, the baseness 
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and brutality of this man’s conduct; but he mast not be 
touched now. Leave him in the hands of Providence, 
and you may rest assured God will not allow the monster 
to go unpunished. And now, friend Black, leave us to- 
gether for the present: I have something I wish to say 
to this man.” 


“Well, I suppose you must have your own way,” 
grumbled long Tom; “ but mind that he don’t stab thee 


on the sly, Charley. Oh, the viper!” 


Long Tom now fell behind, and Charles Stanton and 
Houndley proceeded towards the town, the latter well 
pleased to be free of old Tom Black. 


“Tam so glad to see you, Master Stan 
glad” commenced Houndley; “I have jus to the 
Gaffer’s, at the Hall yonder, about you. I have over- 
come all his scruples, and you may come to work to- 
morrow. I really think he will make a bailey of you, for 
he talks so much of your ability; but you must mind not 
to crosshim, man. He’s a proud fellow, is old Proudall; 
and he will have his own way; but I can put you up toa 
move or two, if you will only follow my advice. You 
must always be 








o very 





“ A crawling, whining, canting slave; a selfish, grasp- 
ing, crouching villain; a thing without hope, or heart, 
or soul, or sense; a worm to the rich, and a bully to the 
poor ;”” interrupted Stanton, breaking the thread of 
Houndley’s speech, and speaking with a fervour that 
made the coward shrink. “ He must be a whip for the 
young, a scourge for the old, and a sexton for both; he 
must break hearts, and ruin souls; he must bow to 
wealth, and trample on poverty ; he must, in short, be 
a Ho:-ndley ! a heartless, soulless, pityless Houndley, to 
be a fitting instrument for Arthur Proudall !” 


The factory tyrant made no answer, but walked hastily 
forward, turning ever and anon, to ascertain whether old 
Tom Black were really departed or not. 


Having proceeded in this silent manner for sometime, 
young Stanton again remarked — 


“Mr. Richard Houndley, the business, that I wish to 
transact with you this evening, relates to yourself as a 
father; and, as I have no desire that the short time, 
for which I shall be with you, shall be passed jn angry 
recrimination, I wish to know your decision relative to 
my sister’s child. Having accidently heard of your visit 
to Arthur Proudall’s, I have taken the liberty, accom- 
panied by my old friend Black, to await your return on 
the road, that I may have an opportunity of speaking to 
you thus privately. Let me then know your mind, and 
I will endeavour to be calm although you have given me 
sufficient cause to be even 3 our desiroyer.” 


**Youare so hot, young man,” replied Houndley, acquir- 
ing fresh confidence as he reared the town ;---“‘so very 
hot, that there is no reasoning with you’; but, as you say 
you'l be calm, why, then, proceed ; atid I'll listen to you; 





and if you have anything to propose that’s reasonable 
and just why, then, let me tell you, that Richard Hound- 
ley is not the man to say nay |” 


“If you wish me to be calm, Houndley, cant not of 
reason and justice, but give ear to what I have to say. 
Youareaware that my sister is dead. You are alsoaware 
that you are her murderer. Start not; for it was your 
villany, that brought her to starvation ; and it was your 
brutality, that allowed her to starve. The child she 
has left on earth, is yours. What I wish to know, at 
the present time, is, whether you intend doing anything 
for that infant maintainance and future education ; or, 
whether it must go with my poor widowed mother into 
the poor house,---that great receptacle of crushed and 
broken hearts !---for it is out of my power to assist, as 
I am about to travel for bread. Let the feelings, Sir, of 
a man and of a father actuate you in this business. If 

‘ou will not have the child under your own roof, p'ace 
it in the care of proper guardians, that it may learn to 
have something like filial affection for the source of its 
being. Do this, Sir, that there may be one white spot 
on the black page of your existence. Do this, or the 
child may be made an instrument in the hand of 
Providence to chastise you for negk ct. Do this ‘ 


‘ Stop stop ! young fellow !” shouted Houndley, at the 
height of his voice, as they turned one of the angles of the 
main street that led into the town ; to the entrance of 
which they had now arrived ; “stop, stop, my customer ! 
do you know who you are talking to !” continued he, having 
regained, by the sight of the town, all his former impu- 
dence and confidence, ‘Do you know who youare talk- 
ing to! I whould have you to know, that I am Master 
Richard Houndley, Chief ‘‘Bailey” to the works of Arthur 
Proudall, of Proudall Seat, Staffordshire ; and if you 
insult me with your spalderdash, I'll give you into the 
hands of the police, you vagabond ! halloo, police ? shouted 
he ; and in a short time one of those underlings of capi- 
tal was at his elbow. “make that fellow move on ;” 
continued he, pointing to Stanton, who stood motionless, 
with surprise, at the impudent conduct of the unfeeling 
man, ‘‘make that fellow move on. He has had the har- 
dihood to insult me ;---me, Richard Houndley !” 

“Come, move on,” said the policeman, at the same 
time pushing Stan‘on along the path-way, “move on.” 


The youth’s blood was up. A moment more and his 
hand would have descended heavily on the head of the 
civic functionary, but it was arrested, in its downwaid 
progress, by the gentle voice of a timid maiden, who had 
followed Stanton and Houndley, in their approach towards 
the town. 





“Charles, Charles ;” whispered she, anxiously, ‘‘desist, 
and for my sake leave this spot ;---leave it with me !” 


Had paralysis seized the Youth’s arm it could not have 
been more effectually stili@ than what it was by the 
sound of that tmid, anxious voice. He turned to the 
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speaker, and after uttering, “what Mary, is it you!’ 
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walked quietly away, accompanied by the gentle girl, 
leaving Houndley and the police in full possession of the 


field. 
(To be continued.) 
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